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There is a welcome recent trend at re-
gional museums in which exhibitions of
work by nominated or invited emerging
artists are taking the place of juried
shows open to whomever pays the en-

try fee. This phenomenon
has led to better quality
control by curators and
ultimately much better
exhibitions.

The Hunterdon Art Mu-
seum is treading this path, replacing its
annual juried print exhibition with an
invitational show of prints by M.F.A.
candidates and recent graduates from
East Coast art schools. Titled “Up and
Coming: New Printmakers Make Their
Mark,” it is one of the best contempo-
rary print shows I have seen in a long
time. 

To choose the artists, the museum’s

curator, Mary Birmingham, asked 11 art
schools to nominate their best up-and-
coming printmakers, from which she se-
lected 22 artists. Some work with tradi-
tional printmaking techniques, but over
all the accent is clearly on artists ex-
perimenting with the print medium. 

If the majority of exhibitors have any-
thing in common, it is probably that
they tend to look beyond conventional
printmaking materials and techniques,
incorporating elements like painting,
drawing, sculpture and collage. One art-
ist, Tara Cooper, has even combined
printmaking with new technology to
create a 10-minute animation. 

Nearly all the artists are first rate,
and I suspect that several will go on to
have long and productive careers. Yash-
ua Klos, for example, has an uncanny
knack for printing giant woodcuts on
sheets of muslin. His two works here,
“Kenny” (2007) and “Coby” (2007), are
portraits of men with huge heads and
drastically foreshortened legs. 

Looking at Mr. Klos’s woodcuts, I was

reminded of Andrea Mantegna’s “Lam-
entation Over the Dead Christ” (circa
1490), in which Mantegna foreshortened
Christ’s body to emphasize the face and
further dramatize the scene. Mr. Klos’s
foreshortening of his subjects and
choice of an elevated vantage point has
the opposite effect, making these fig-
ures seem smaller and less imposing.

Other splendidly free and energetic
work in the show includes colorful, Sur-
realist-oriented prints by Andy Kozlow-
ski, John Adimando and Ann Marie
Heal. Like Mr. Klos, these artists com-
bine traditional techniques with new
materials or creative tools, including
digital graphics and laser cutting pro-
cesses. 

Even those viewers not in tune with
developments in contemporary print-
making should be impressed with the
variety and inventiveness of the work.
Jill Zevenbergen and Erin Sweeney
present admirable experiments in relief
and letter-press printing, while mixed-
media works by Arlen Austin, Elliot

Hess and Noah Breuer convey a radical
sense of collage.

There are artists here working in
more traditional media, but this does
not mean their art is in any way conven-
tional or boring. Ivanco Talevski makes
strikingly unusual and beautiful etch-
ings of figures, among them “Self Por-
trait” (2009), which shows him in profile
wearing a fanciful hat; it combines ele-
ments of a village folk costume from his

native Macedonia and an ancient hel-
met worn backward.

Similarly, Myungwon Kim seems to
be developing a starkly original voice in
lithography, an age-old technique that is
all but moribund. She makes simple yet
beautiful abstract prints that can look
like stains on a carpet or the meander-
ing movement of oil mixed with water.
In her seeming spontaneity and her at-
tention to texture, however, she is an
artist of great poise and sensitivity. 

Nothing about this show is brisk or
businesslike, qualities all too common in
juried exhibitions. Chalk it up to the ex-
uberance or the optimism of youth, but
for many of the participants in this
show, being an artist appears to be the
most important thing in the world. That
is a quality worth fostering.
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“Up and Coming: New Printmakers
Make Their Mark,” Hunterdon Art
Museum, 7 Lower Center Street, Clinton,
through Sept. 13; (908) 735-8415 or
hunterdonartmuseum.org.

nature’s forces shape the planet.
Through Jan. 3. “Dinosaurs 3D: Gi-
ants of Patagonia,” a three-dimen-
sional journey into the world of the
largest known dinosaurs. Through
Sept. 15. Liberty Science Center, Lib-
erty State Park, 251 Phillip Street.
(201) 200-1000; lsc.org.

LAMBERTVILLE “Meanderings,” ex-
hibition featuring paintings by Jenni-
fer Cadoff and Gail Bracegirdle.
Through Sept. 6. Hours: Fridays
through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., or
by appointment. Artists’ Gallery, 32
Coryell Street. lambertvillearts.com;
(609) 397-4588. 

LINCROFT Graham Nickson: “Edge
of the Day: Watercolors,” figures and
landscapes in watercolor created
during Nickson’s travels to Australia,
Florida and Italy. Through Aug. 30.
New Jersey Emerging Artists Series,
featuring paper collage works by Ra-
chel Leibman. Through Sept. 13.
Hours: Tuesdays through Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sundays, 1 to 5
p.m. Monmouth Museum, Brookdale
Community College, Newman
Springs Road. monmouthmuseum
.org; (732) 747-2266. 

MADISON “Food for Thought: Food
and Cooking in Colonial America.”
Through 2009. $5; seniors, students
and children 6 and older, $3; children
under 6, free. Hours: Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Sundays, noon to 5 p.m. (Museum
closed on Sundays in July and Au-
gust.) Museum of Early Trades and
Crafts, 9 Main Street. (973) 377-2982;
metc.org. 

NEW BRUNSWICK “Animal Fair:
Birds, Beasts and Bugs in Children’s
Book Illustrations.” Through Nov. 28.
“Lois Lenski: Exploring the Every-
day Lives of Children,” featuring 36
works selected from the Zimmerli
Art Museum’s holdings of over 60
children’s book illustrations by Ms.
Lenski. Sept. 1 through Nov. 29.
Hours: Tuesdays through Fridays, 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturdays and Sun-
days, noon to 5 p.m. Jane Voorhees
Zimmerli Art Museum, 71 Hamilton
Street. zimmerlimuseum.rutgers
.edu; (732) 932-7237. 

NEW BRUNSWICK “Magyar Nepmu-
veszet,” Hungarian folk art. Through
Feb. 28. Donation: $5. Hours: Tues-
days through Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Sundays, 1 to 4 p.m. Museum of
the American Hungarian Founda-
tion, 300 Somerset Street. (732) 846-
5777; ahfoundation.org. 

NEWARK “Glass Beads of Ghana,”
colorful and inventive beads made
with varied techniques and materi-
als. Through March 21. “Lenox Lega-
cy: America’s Greatest Porcelain,
1889-2005,” highlights of the history of

Lenox china in New Jersey. Through
2010. $10; children, students and sen-
iors, $6; members, free. Hours:
Wednesdays through Fridays, noon
to 5 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Newark Museum, 49
Washington Street. (973) 596-6550;
newarkmuseum.org. 

OCEANVILLE “Reality Reconstruct-
ed,” solo exhibition of works by David
Ahlsted. Through Oct. 11. “Currents:
Recent Acquisitions from the Perma-
nent Collection,” exhibition featuring
prints by contemporary New Jersey-
based artists who were granted the
New Jersey Print and Paper Fellow-
ship by the Brodsky Center for Inno-
vative Editions at Rutgers Universi-
ty. Through Oct. 4. Hours: Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.; Sundays noon to 5 p.m. Noyes
Museum of Art, 733 Lily Lake Road.
(609) 652-8848; noyesmuseum.org.

PRINCETON “Let Your Motto Be Re-
sistance: African-American Por-
traits,” exhibition featuring 69 mod-
ern photographs selected from the
National Portrait Gallery’s collec-
tions. Through Sept. 27. Hours:
Wednesdays through Fridays, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays,
noon to 4 p.m. Morven Museum and
Garden, 55 Stockton Street.
(609) 924-8144; historicmorven.org. 

PRINCETON “Native Son: Works In-
spired by the Life and Legacy of Paul
Robeson,” Princeton’s annual mem-
bers exhibition. Through Sept. 19.
Paul Robeson Center for the Arts, 102
Witherspoon Street. (609) 924-8777. 

RED BANK “Out of the Ordinary,” ex-
hibition of portraits by Daphne Con-
far and Donald Redner. Through

Aug. 30. Hours: Wednesdays through
Saturdays, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 10 x 10 Gal-
lery, 30 Monmouth Street. (732) 687-
6282. 

STONE HARBOR “August Solo Exhibi-
tion,” paintings by Gregory Bennett;
group exhibition of paintings and
wood carvings by A. J. Rudisill, Vale-
rie Craig, Dotty Berner and Julia
Melchiorre. Through Sept. 2. Hours:
Daily, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Peter McPhee
Fine Arts, 9416 Second Avenue.
petermcpheefinearts.com; (609) 368-
8288. 

SUMMIT “Brick City 07101,” presents
artists working and living in Newark.
Through Aug. 31. Hours: Mondays
through Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Center for Visual Arts, 68 Elm
Street. (908) 273-9191, Extension 25;
artcenternj.org. 

TRENTON “Mel Leipzig: Selected
Works,” exhibition. Through Sept. 6.
Free. Hours: Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sundays,
noon to 5 p.m. The New Jersey State
Museum, 205 West State Street.
nj.gov/state/museum; (609) 292-
6464. 

WOODBRIDGE “Stripes,” exhibition
featuring 52 hooked rugs: 26 from the
United States; and 26 from Japan.
Through Aug. 31. “Bodyscapes 2009,”
a collective exhibition of life draw-
ings produced by the members of the
Barron Life Drawing Group. Through
Friday. Hours: Mondays through Fri-
days, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturdays and
Sundays, 2 to 4 p.m. Barron Arts Cen-
ter, 582 Rahway Avenue. (732) 634-
0413. 
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POOK PFAFFE

BEACH HAVEN Todd Meredith, with guitar, center, plays the
title role in “Buddy . . . The Buddy Holly Story” through
Sept. 6 at the Surflight Theater, Engleside and Beach
Avenues. Matt Ban, left, portrays the Big Bopper, and
Jayar Garcia, right, plays Ritchie Valens. Tickets are $20
and $30. Call (609) 492-9477 or visit surflight.org.

From Preceding Page

CM Y K Nxxx,2009-08-23,NJ,012,Bs-4C,E1


